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This mini seminar will address the role of heritage in the construction of
modernity, focusing on imperialism and postcoloniality. Heritage will be
defined generally as any inherited cultural practice, and specifically as the
history of art. While often dismissed as peripheral to affairs of the state, since
the French Revolution art has been a privileged means of legitimating authority
under democratic forms of governance where traditional forms of sovereignty
(such as gods and monarchs) had been abolished. In its role in creating
hierarchical evaluations between the civilized and the barbaric, heritage was
used to legitimize imperialism, and in the postcolonial era, heritage has emerged
as a major asset in creating economic and diplomatic value.

The question of heritage in modernity: History into Heritage: How the Museum
Commodified Culture; Heritage as Postcolonial Power; Heritage into
Information: The Museum and Artificial Intelligence; Identity and the Collapse
of History: A consideration of the Venice Biennale.

The course will include four sessions:

History into Heritage: How the Museum Commodified Culture

The European public museum, invented alongside the French Revolution
radically recontextualized cultural properties as historical documents (i.e., a form
of heritage). Suddenly works that were site-specific became mobile, lending
themselves to commodification. We will consider how museums have
participated in political legitimation from the days of Napoleon to contemporary
cultural programs in the Emirates and Saudi Arabia.

Heritage as Postcolonial Power

This session will center on the relation between Native American art and U.S.
Euro-American culture, focusing on how Indian culture was appropriated to
transform the United States from a postcolonial state, whose heritage was
indebted to Europe, to an imperial power with its own unique claim on an
"antique" heritage.

Heritage into Information: The Museum and Artificial Intelligence
Like the museum, where cultural properties are transformed into historical
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documents, artificial intelligence is a form of knowledge that is founded in
collections- of data sets scraped from the Internet. Consequently, the way that
knowledge is produced in the museum may help us to understand the current
challenges of Al

Identity and the Collapse of History: A consideration of the Venice Biennale

In this session we will consider how individual identities--as a form of
proprietary heritage--have become the current arena of political contestation.
This focus on heritage as a form of individualized sovereignty will be connected
to the current rise of right-wing politics worldwide.

A avaliagdo serd composta por um relatdrio final escrito.
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