
Convite para o Seminário de Linguagem, Epistemologia e Metafísica (LEME) 

É com grande entusiasmo que convidamos a todas as pessoas para a próxima palestra do Seminário 
de Linguagem, Epistemologia e Metafísica (LEME), que contará com a presença ilustre do 
Professor Luiz Henrique Lopes dos Santos, da Universidade de São Paulo (USP). 

Título da Palestra: Temporal Truth and Bivalence: an Anachronistic Formal Approach to 
Aristotle’s De Interpretatione 9 

Resumo da Palestra: Regarding the famous Sea Battle Argument, which Aristotle presents in De 
Interpretatione 9, there has never been a general agreement not only about its correctness but also, 
and mainly, about what the argument really is. According to the most natural reading of the chapter, 
the argument appeals to a temporal concept of truth and concludes that not every statement is 
always either true or false. However, many of Aristotle’s followers and commentators have not 
adopted this reading. I believe that it has faced so much resistance for reasons of hermeneutic 
charity: denying the law of universal bivalence seems to be overly disruptive to logical orthodoxy – 
the kind of logical orthodoxy represented by what we now call classical propositional logic, much 
of which Aristotle clearly supports in many texts. I intend to show that the logical-semantic theses 
that the traditional reading finds in De Interpretatione 9 are much more conservative than they may 
seem to be at first glance. First, I will show that they complement, and do not contradict in any way, 
the orthodox definitions of the concepts of truth and statement that Aristotle advances in other texts. 
Second, by resorting in an anachronistic vein to concepts and methods peculiar to contemporary 
logic, I will show that a trivalent modal semantics conforming to those theses can be built for a 
standard formal language of the classical propositional calculus. It is remarkable that reasonable 
concepts of logical truth and logical consequence that may be defined on the basis of this trivalent 
modal semantics are coextensive with their orthodox counterparts, the concepts of tautology and 
tautological consequence of classical bivalent and extensional semantics. 

Resumo do Palestrante: 

Luiz Henrique Lopes dos Santos é Professor Sênior no Departamento de Filosofia da Universidade 
de São Paulo. Atualmente é Professor Colaborador no Programa de Pós-Graduação em Lógica e 
Metafísica da Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro. Foi Coordenador Adjunto da Diretoria 
Científica da FAPESP e Coordenador Científico da revista Pesquisa FAPESP. Tem experiência na 
área de Filosofia, com ênfase em História da Filosofia, atuando principalmente nos seguintes temas: 
Aristóteles, Leibniz, Frege e Wittgenstein. 

Data e Horário: 12/04/2024 às 14h.  

Local: Sala L410 do Edifício Leme, campus da PUC-Rio.  

Esperamos contar com a sua presença! 

Atenciosamente, 



Pedro Merlussi 

Ludovic Soutif 

Célia Teixeira  


