
 
 

OBJECTIVES  

The course intends to foster critical thinking by: promoting acquaintance with key 
philosophical questions and a few attempts to discuss them; and by encouraging 
reflection upon the connections between the ontological, epistemological and 
ethical aspects of those questions. 

DESCRIPTION  

This course intends to address some of the main questions raised along the history 
of philosophy: [unit I] “What makes us think?”; “Why is there something rather 
than nothing?”; “How do we make the present heroic?”; [unit II] “What can I 
know? What must I do? What may I hope?”; [unit III] “What is the meaning of 
life?”; “What is the relationship between our subjectivity and the structures of 
power that permeate our life in society?”. The course will follow a thematic 
approach, going back and forward in the history of thought. Different thinkers, as 
Arendt, Benjamin, Heidegger, Kant and Hadot, will help conduct the discussions. 

 

SYLLABUS  
The course will be split into 3 units: 
           Unit I – What makes us think?; 
           Unit II – What can I know?; 
           Unit III – What is the meaning of life?. 

ASSESSMENTS  
Criteria 3 
 
AVERAGE = ( G1 + G2) / 2 
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If G2 < 3, 
thus average = ( ( G1 +(G2*3) ) / 4 

ASSESSMENTS 
DETAILS 

 

There will be two main assessments: G1 and G2. First, for G1, one week in 
advance, a list of questions will be shared with students and students will pick one 
of them to write a 1200 words essay on it. (Format requirements: Times 12, 1.5 
spaced, text justified). Students will submit it through Google Classroom (or 
email). The second main assignment, G2, will be a group project. Students will 
present a seminar about one of the topics to be shared in advance. Exceptions must 
be discussed individually with the course instructor. 
The calendar and the types of assessments are subject to change according to class 
agreements. 
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READINGS 
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